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The Totalitarianism in the Book of Fahrenheit 451
    Manipulation was implemented on everyone in a society during a totalitarian period During the totalitarian period, everyone in the society was manipulated by the emperor: “A totalitarian government seeks to control not only all economic and political matters but the attitudes, values, and beliefs of its population, erasing the distinction between state and society” (“Totalitarianism,” par. 1). Thought control was practiced in totalitarianism systems which allows government to restrain people’s minds and movements. In order to help the government accomplish this goal, there was no ideology required in the society and no-knowledge will be perfect.  
Example of Historical Event on Burning Books
During the Qin dynasty in 213 BC, the emperor would take measures to wipe out all the resistance in the empire and he wanted to convince everyone that he was the perfect emperor: “The execution  of some 460 scholars in  the following year was an  attempt  to  eliminate opposition  to  the emperor by ruthlessly destroying all potentially ‘subversive’ elements in  his entourage” (Qian 3). The first Emperor of Qin executed people who were both knowledgeable and against him. Then he ruined all the factors of opposition in order to tell his people that he was not overthroable could not be overthrown.
Some people would say believe that Qin was totally a tyrant in during the Qin dynasty: “All persons in the empire, except members of the Academy of Learned Scholars, in possession of  the Classic of Odes, the Classic of Documents, and discourses of the hundred philosophers should take them to the local governors and have them indiscriminately  burned” (Qin 4). The people who dared to possess or having conversation discuss about certain prohibited documents will receive harsh punishment without any reason. Sometimes their crime could implicate the whole clan. 
Not only did the emperor want everyone obey him, but he also wanted to eradicate the potential factor of opposition, by burning books: “The first  was an  effort  to  achieve thought control through destroying all literature except  the Classic of Changes, the royal archives of the Qin  house, and books on  technical subjects, such as medicine, agriculture, and forestry” (Qin 10). When the Emperor of Qin held power, he could not even bear to hear any word of opposition. Many precious historical records were destroyed during this time period. 
People’s Ignorance Allows Government to Control Their Mind
The totalitarian government believes that knowledge is the weapon and power. Once you stop practicing and stop learning, the that power is gone will disappear. In Fahrenheit 451, the government wants wanted to have a total control over citizens so that there was a prohibition to possess books: “You don't have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop reading them” (Bradbury 91). Unlike the emperor of Qin, Captain Beatty simply took power from the people without really ruining the culture. He did not burn all the books at one time, and instead, he warned people and he showed them the consequences of hiding books so that most people will follow the Captain’s will. 
Since the government in Fahrenheit 451 boycotted reading as an inviolable law, people could simply get news and information by from television programs and pictures. So Therefore, they did not care about what kind of world was in the books 不太确定这句话想表达什么. Without simple cognitive ability, people are emotionless and numb toward the world, which allow the government to control people much easier.
Control People’s Movement with hounds
Montag started to question the reason behind burning books: “There must be something in books, things we can't imagine, to make a woman stay in a burning house; there must be something there. You don't stay for nothing" (Bradbury 51). From this point his standpoint, he wondered why that woman could not live without books and why did firefighters not rescue people from fires rather than burning people and burned them instead. So Montag started looking for the answer in a book.
Also, the captain sent Mechanical Hounds to track down people who hid books. The hound would seize their “prey” with sharp claws, then inject morphine through teeth which made the victims numb. When Montag betrayed Captain Beatty by reading books in his house, the hound begun began hunting him. The hound’s sharp teeth injected morphine in Montag’s leg which made him unable to walk. However Montag escaped the city and ran down the river to the “literary world” which allowed him to associate with lots of self-educated people.
In Fahrenheit 451, the government took different measures to make people become self ignorant so that Captain Beatty could control people’s movements and minds. When Montag recognize Beatty’s conspiracy and the inspiration in reading books, he escaped the city, and he went to seek out the pleasure behind reading for himself. 
Works Cited
Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451. 1953.
Qian, Sima. “Memorial on Annexation of Feudal States and Memorial on the Burning Books.” Asia for Educators, http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/cup/lisi_legalist_memorials.pdf. Accessed 7 March 2017.
"Totalitarianism." Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th Edition, Apr. 2016, p. 1. EBSCOhost, proxygsu-pstf.galileo.usg.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lfh&AN=39036620&site=eds-live&scope=site. Accessed 8 March 2017.
